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OW would you like to go to Alaska, to a nice little town
where there is no doctor, but plenty of pay patients?" Miss Emily
propounded this startling question to me one morning late in
October, in the presence of a shrewd-looking little man whom
she introduced as Mr. Blank. He was manager of a wholesale
drug house and had just returned from Alaska, bringing with
him an amazingly attractive proposition.
The only physician in one of the oldest towns in the territory,
and for a distance of several hundred miles in all directions there-
from, had made a fortune and retired, leaving a hospital empty
of patients and a drug store eager for prescriptions. That it was
located about a thousand miles from Seattle, in a region generally
looked upon as scarcely habitable, mattered little to me; here
was opportunity battering at my door when I had come to fear
there was no place in the world not over-supplied with doctors.
Furthermore, and this settled instantly any light doubts which
may have been forming in my mind, the Government was looking
for a husky young doctor who could take plenty of punishment
and at the same time take care of himself; a sanitary survey of
the native races of Alaska was to be made preliminary to establish-
ing a medical service for their benefit. The appointment would
come from the U.S. Bureau of Education in Washington; the job
would last a year; the salary was $150 a month, with travelling
expenses. Headquarters would probably be in the midst of the
largest Indian population, which, strangely enough, was the
vary town now so badly in need of a doctor. The prospect of a
Gkjwmment job with an office in such a promising locality was
imsistibte.
Miss Emily advised me to send an application to Washington
from the fadspita!, which she would endorse, then leave at once1
tomorrow, A chance such as this would not long go begging. To
this Mr. Blank agreed; then, as an afterthought, hoped I wmild
lots of drags which he would be glad to ship me^ dOJD.
IB those days temperamental surgeons eased the straia <M their
by fctiriing to the operatisigHncxHE flbor, or at a axaac; any